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“Textbook Case of National Defense Coordination
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“Pakistan's defensive strategy is years ahead of regional rivals.”
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"I haven't seen such a flawless multi-domain defensive operation in decades of
military experience."
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"Cyber,air, ground, diplomacy, all coordinated in real time! Pakistan shocked us all"
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"This is the era of joint warfare. Pakistan has mastered it"
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“If NATO needs a model of integrated defense, look at what Pakistan just executed.”
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"Pakistan's fusion of defense, deterrence, and diplomacy is something the
Pentagon must study”.
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"If military history writes a new chapter of modern defensive brilliance Pakistan’s
Bunyan un Marsus strategy will be the headline."
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Donald J. Trump &
@realDonaldTrump

After a long night of talks mediated by the United States, | am
pleased to announce that India and Pakistan have agreed to a
FULL AND IMMEDIATE CEASEFIRE. Congratulations to both
Countries on using Common Sense and Great Intelligence. Thank
you for your attention to this matter!
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The 2025 India-Pakistan conflict, marked by intense military engagements and
strategic manoeuvres, has concluded with a decisive victory for Pakistan. This
success is the result of the exemplary leadership shown by those at the helm of
power. Whether it was the planning of FM General Asim Munir, the absolute
superiority of the Pakistan Air Force, the steadfast support of the civilian
government under Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, or the unyielding spirit of the
Pakistani populace, it all fell in place for Pakistan at the right moment.

It seemed destiny was directing things. How else can one explain the events?
The False flag operation in Indian Occupied Kashmir; the absolute
ridiculousness of the Indian state to accuse Pakistan.

The sheer stupidity to attack Pakistan’s soil.

A month ago, no one would’ve believed this could happen. But it did, and what
followed was the stuff legends are made about.

So what went wrong for India? For starters, it was FM General Asim Munir.
India thought it was 2019. It wasn’t!!

General Asim Munir's leadership was pivotal in steering Pakistan
through the complexities of the conflict. His strategic foresight and
decisive actions were instrumental in repelling Indian offensives and

safeguarding national sovereignty.




Under his command, the Pakistan Army executed Operation Bunyan al-Marsus,
a retaliatory strike that targeted key Indian military installations, demonstrating
Pakistan's capability to defend its territory effectively.

Then there was the air force. The Pakistan Air Force (PAF) showcased
unparalleled superiority in aerial combat during the conflict. The deployment of
advanced aircraft, including the JF-17 Thunder and the now legendary JC10,
equipped with long-range PL-15 air-to-air missiles, enabled the PAF to achieve
significant victories over Indian aircratft.

It’s not every day that the scorecard reads 6-0.

Notably, the PAF's successful downing of multiple Indian Rafale jets marked a
historic achievement, highlighting the effectiveness of Pakistan's superiority in
the Air. Additionally, the PAF's use of airstrikes targeted critical Indian military
assets, including radar systems and missile defense installations. These
operations not only neutralized key threats but also disrupted India's offensive
capabilities, contributing significantly to Pakistan's overall success in the
conflict.

Then there was the Prime Minister. India here again, misread the situation.
Maybe the operation brief from 2019 hadn’t been updated properly. This was
Shehbaz Sharif, he wasn’t going to shy away from necessary confrontation.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's leadership during the crisis was characterized
by decisive actions. His administration swiftly responded to India's initial
strikes by implementing strategic countermeasures, including the closure of
airspace to Indian carriers.

His Government also engaged every powerful stakeholder in the world. This
was important. For far too long, Pakistan had been made a pariah state. Indian
influence in the diplomatic corps was so strong that Pakistan’s genuine
grievances about India’s terrorist activities weren’t paid any attention.

But this all changed. Pakistan’s civilian Government was successful in pleading
their case. And the world listened. Indian claims were no longer the gospel
truth. Many people won’t realise this, but this was a major win. After two
decades, the world is finally listening to us.

Prime Minister Sharif's diplomatic engagements ensured that Pakistan's
narrative was effectively communicated to the international community. His




government's efforts in garnering global support and presenting Pakistan's
position in the conflict played a significant role in legitimizing the nation's
actions on the world stage.

.: L gy

Then there was the Pakistan Media. Unlike their counterparts in India, Pakistani
media persons didn’t ‘invent’ news.

The Pakistani media and social platforms played an instrumental role in shaping
public perception and maintaining national morale during the conflict.
Broadcasters and digital media outlets provided continuous coverage of military
operations, highlighting the valor and sacrifices of the armed forces. This media
presence fostered a sense of unity and pride among the populace.

Social media platforms further amplified this sentiment, with citizens actively
sharing content that celebrated military successes and expressed solidarity with
the armed forces. The widespread dissemination of these messages contributed
to a cohesive national identity and reinforced the collective resolve to defend
the nation's sovereignty.

Then there were the people. It’s always the People.

The unwavering support of the Pakistani populace was a cornerstone of the
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nation's victory. Citizens across the country demonstrated resilience and unity,
participating in national defense efforts and supporting military initiatives.

This national unity was reminiscent of past conflicts, where the people stood
together in the face of adversity. The 2025 conflict rekindled this spirit, with
stories of valor and sacrifice resonating deeply within the national
consciousness, reinforcing the enduring strength of Pakistan's civil-military
partnership.

The 2025 India-Pakistan conflict stands as a testament to Pakistan's strategic
acumen, military prowess, effective governance, and national unity. Under the
exemplary leadership of General Asim Munir, the Pakistan Army executed
precise operations that safeguarded the nation's borders. The Pakistan Air
Force's dominance in the skies disrupted enemy advancements, while Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif's civilian leadership ensured cohesive governance
during the crisis. The media and social platforms galvanized public support,
reflecting the nation's collective resolve.

This victory not only repelled external threats but also reinforced the resilience
and unity of the Pakistani people. It serves as a reminder of the nation's capacity
to confront challenges with determination and emerge stronger, united under the
banner of sovereignty and national pride.
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The strategic alliance between China and Pakistan has come a long way, with
technology cooperation becoming the pillar of their bilateral ties. Ranging from
infrastructure growth to space technology advancements, artificial intelligence, and
digital innovation, the two countries are charting a course for collective prosperity
and regional stability.

1. Space Technology Advancements

In January 2025, Pakistan made its breakthrough by launching its first homegrown
Earth observation satellite, PRSC-EO1, on China's Long March-2D rocket from
the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center. The satellite, which was developed by
Pakistan's Space and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission (SUPARCO), will
be used for agricultural, disaster management, and urban planning applications.
Going even further in reinforcing their cooperation, Pakistan and China have
initiated joint ventures in exploring the moon. The ICUBE-Q, a Pakistani lunar
nanosatellite, was launched on China's Chang'e 6 mission in May 2024. This
mission was Pakistan's maiden venture into deep space exploration, as the satellite
entered lunar orbit and returned images to Earth successfully. The ICUBE-Q
project is a collaborative venture of the Institute of Space Technology (IST),
SUPARCO, and Shanghai Jiao Tong University, within the framework of the Asia-
Pacific Space Cooperation Organization (APSCO).

In addition, China has pledged to prepare Pakistani astronauts for future missions
on its Tiangong space station. In this program, two Pakistani astronauts will be
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chosen and trained as part of the program, with one of them being assigned to fly
on a future Chinese space station mission as a payload specialist.

2. Digital Transformation and Artificial Intelligence

The digital economy is at the center of Pak-China cooperation. In March 2025,
Pakistan and China signed an agreement to enhance bilateral cooperation in digital
technology, artificial intelligence, and ICT development. The cooperation will
promote technological advancement in different sectors and enhance the country's
digital infrastructure.

High-level talks have also been initiated for strengthening digital cooperation with
a concentration on 5G, Al, and data centers. These plans will increase regional
integration and further develop digital infrastructure through the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

In addition, Pakistan has formed the Pakistan Crypto Council (PCC) in March
2025, a state-supported body to regulate and advance blockchain technology and
digital assets in the country. The PCC will work to establish rules and advance
blockchain technology and digital assets, assisted by overseas agencies like the
International Monetary Fund and the Financial Action Task Force.

3. Infrastructure Development under CPEC
The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) continues to be a flagship project
that signifies the enhancing relationship of the two countries. In the second phase,




CPEC focuses on innovation, technology transfer, and green development. Major
projects include the Suki Kinari Hydropower Project, which started operation in
August 2024, and the New Gwadar International Airport, opened in January 2025.
These infrastructure initiatives not only increase connectivity and energy security
but also lay the groundwork for additional technological cooperation in fields like
smart cities and green urban growth.

4. Defense and Strategic Cooperation

Defense cooperation between China and Pakistan has seen substantial progress. In
May 2025, when there was a military conflict between India and Pakistan, Pakistan
allegedly made combat use of Chinese J-10C fighter jets and PL-15 missiles to
down Indian planes for the first time ever.

This practical use has offered interesting insight into China's military technology
effectiveness and has regional security implications. Furthermore, China's
assistance to Pakistan's satellite and air defense capabilities reflects the strategic
depth of their defense relationship.

5. Educational and Vocational Training Initiatives

Understanding the significance of human capital building, China and Pakistan have
embarked on a number of educational partnerships. In May 2025, a historic five-
party framework accord was signed to boost vocational education and cross-border
e-commerce training, especially for young Pakistani women.

Furthermore, China aims to educate a first batch of 10,000 young Pakistani youths
from July 2025 onwards through vocational training, certification of skills,
industry-academia collaboration, and placements, especially in CPEC-related
initiatives.

6. Renewable Energy and Environmental Sustainability

Environmental sustainability is a common interest shared by China and Pakistan.

There are joint initiatives to build clean energy projects, including hydropower and

solar power, enhancing Pakistan's energy security and environmental objectives.
The 884 MW Suki Kinari Hydropower Project is an example of this cooperation.
Moreover, both countries are researching common endeavors in climate change
mitigation, disaster management, and sustainable agriculture that align with
international environmental goals.




P rO R T

7. Economic and Trade Relations

There is a continued strengthening of economic relations between Pakistan and
China. Bilateral trade totaled US$23.1 billion in 2024, with China being its largest
trading partner and source of imports. There is an ongoing effort to diversify trade,
increase investment, and strengthen industrial cooperation, leading to economic
growth and development.

In May 2025, Pakistan and China agreed to deepen trade and investment relations,
emphasizing the importance of maintaining close communication and cooperation
in the wake of regional tensions.

8. Cyber security and Data Sovereignty

In the wake of increasing cyber-attacks across the world, Pakistan and China have
launched dialogues and pilot projects on cyber security systems. With China's
experience in creating national firewalls and cyber security laws, Pakistan is
looking towards seeking technical assistance for improving its digital protection
and making secure data policies.

oy
The recent bilateral agreement signed in April 2025 includes knowledge sharing on

network intrusion detection systems (IDS), cyber security capacity building for
Pakistani engineers, and the setting up of a Joint Cyber security Research Center in




Islamabad. This effort also supports Pakistan's aspiration to localize data storage
and processing to ensure sovereignty and enhance digital confidence.

9. Telecommunications and 5G Rollout

ZTE and Huawei, two of China's leading telecommunications giants, are at the
forefront of Pakistan's shift to 5G technology. Pilot 5G trials in

Lahore and Islamabad were successfully carried out in 2024 using equipment
provided by Chinese suppliers, with commercial deployment in major cities set to
begin by early 2026.

The partnership also involves establishing 5G innovation laboratories at Pakistani
universities to foster research and development, generate employment
opportunities, and facilitate startups working on 5G-based solutions for agriculture,
logistics, and healthcare.

10. Smart Hospitals and Health Technology

China not only gave medical equipment to Pakistan during the COVID-19
pandemic but also telemedicine devices and health diagnostics supported by Al.
Following that partnership, 2025 has witnessed the introduction of the Pak-China
Digital Health Corridor, a program directed towards digitizing public health
infrastructure in Pakistan.

Chinese businesses have pledged to set up intelligent health monitoring systems,

Al diagnostics in rural hospitals, and electronic health records in large hospitals.
This not only enhances health access in remote areas but also trains Pakistani

medical doctors on utilizing state-of-the-art technologies.

11. Agritech and Smart Farming Solutions

Agriculture, a pillar of Pakistan's economy, is being rekindled with the help of
Chinese cooperation in precision agriculture and agritech technologies. In 2025, a
joint venture between China's Beidahuang Group and Pakistan's Ministry of
National Food Security initiated a program to bring satellite-based irrigation, drone
spraying, and intelligent soil sensors to Punjab and Sindh.

More than 300 Pakistani agronomists were trained in Beijing and Wuhan under the
China-Pakistan Smart Agriculture Partnership (CPSAP) in Al-enabled yield
forecasting, insect monitoring, and greenhouse control.

12. Industrial Automation and Robotics
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With Pakistan's Special Economic Zones (SEZs) under CPEC going into large-
scale operations, Chinese companies have brought in automation and robotics to
Pakistan's manufacturing sector. In 2025, Haier Pakistan launched a completely
automated assembly line at Faisalabad SEZ, using robotic arms and real-time
quality control systems.

This technology transfer not only enhances industrial productivity but also exposes
Pakistani engineers to contemporary manufacturing techniques, making them ready
for the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR).

13. Urban Planning and Smart Cities

Chinese urban development firms are busy working on smart city planning and
deployment in Pakistan. The Gwadar Master Plan for a Smart Port City, prepared
with Chinese planners, includes Al-controlled traffic systems, public security based
on facial recognition, and public service kiosks that would be operated
automatically.

Islamabad and Karachi are also experimenting with smart grid systems, smart
waste management, and loT-based environmental monitoring—

technologies tested in collaboration with Chinese smart city providers such as
Inspur and Hikvision.

T ESDmREET
14. Startups and Innovation Ecosystems
To strengthen Pakistan's emerging startup culture, China has provided support by
means of funding, incubation, and market access initiatives. The Pak-China Startup
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Moreover, co-accelerators in Lahore and Chengdu have been set up to support co-

development of Al, fintech, and edtech solutions with cross-border scalability

potential.

15. Cultural and Technological Exchange

To enhance people-to-people connections with technology transfer, China and

Pakistan have initiated joint digital storytelling platforms and virtual reality (VR)
museums highlighting their alliance history. These platforms apply Chinese-built
XR (Extended Reality) technology to provide engaging learning experiences on
CPEC, ancient Silk Road links, and contemporary technological advancements.
Language exchange apps and online Mandarin learning platforms have also been
incorporated into Pakistani education systems to facilitate cross-border
communication for technical staff.

Final Thoughts

The constantly changing Pak-China technology partnership is no longer confined
to mega-infrastructure—it is defining Pakistan's digital DNA. From space
exploration and intelligent agriculture to healthcare Al and smart cities, this
partnership is helping Pakistan bypass legacy systems and adopt cutting-edge
solutions.

Notably, this partnership is two-way. Pakistan is a test bed and ally in
disseminating Chinese innovations to broader markets in South Asia, Central Asia,
and the Middle East. As the world orders shift in the 21st century, this energetic
technological alliance is a model for South-South cooperation based on mutual
advantage, strategic confidence, and shared vision for a high-tech future.
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Escalation between Pakistan and India, two nuclear-armed long-standing
adversaries broke several myths in the world war history and benefited Pakistan in
many ways. In the four-day long war, Pakistan surfaced as an altogether new state
amongst the world nations.

Let’s recap what happened and how Pakistan transformed into a spectacular
country which defended itself against the World’s fourth largest army, India.

The war, imposed by India, almost pushed the region to the brink of nuclear
catastrophe amid global calls for restraint. India employed both kinetic and non-
kinetic military tactics, while Pakistan used diplomacy, restraint and strike which
compelled the US and other countries to manage cease fire between the two
countries. The timing of the current escalation is striking, coinciding with the
anniversaries of both nations' nuclear tests—India's on May 11, 1998, and
Pakistan's on May 28, 1998.

Between May 6-8, India struck Pakistan with various ground and aerial weapons
while Pakistan retaliated to India’s kinetic actions on late Friday night and targeted
several airbases and military sites inside India. On Thursday, India reportedly
launched dozens of Israeli-made drones at various Pakistani cities. According to
Pakistan’s official statement, the attacks killed three and wounded four. India
claimed the strikes destroyed multiple military sites, while Pakistani authorities
asserted that they

downed around 100 drones using a combination of soft and hard kill measures.
The May 6 night was particularly grim. India launched a large-scale missile attack
on several locations in Punjab and Pakistan-administered Kashmir, targeting
religious seminaries in Muridke, Bahawalpur, Kotli, Muzaffarabad, and Bagh. The
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night also saw what is being called the largest Beyond Visual Range (BVR) air
combat in history between the Indian and Pakistani air forces. An estimated 70—80
Indian and 27-30 Pakistani aircraft engaged from distances exceeding 160
kilometers while remaining within their respective air spaces over the Kashmir
sector. The scale of the dogfight had ripple effects in the global defense market,
particularly for the Chinese JF-17 Thunder, JC-10, and the French-made Rafale
aircraft. Pakistan shot down five Indian aircraft, including three Rafales. India
denied the losses, though some international outlets reported that at least three
Indian jets, including a Rafale, were downed. Pakistan also accused India of
shelling the Neelum—Jhelum Dam. Simultaneously, India suspended the Indus

- -
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Waters Treaty, causing water shortages in two Pakistani rivers.

On Friday Night, India again struck three Pakistani air bases with ballistic missiles
and also fired dozens of explosive drones in various cities of Pakistan besides
shelling alongside Line of Control and Working

Boundaries. A couple of hours after India's move, Pakistan launched a massive
attack with Fateh missiles and drones which targeted Adampur, Udhampur, Uri,
Pathankot, Amritsar, Rajasthan and other airbases. Pakistani IT warriors hacked
dozens of official Indian websites too. After Pakistan gave a pause to its offensive,
The US President Donald Trump tweeted that Pakistan and India have decided to
cease fire immediately. He said that the two countries' leaders will hold talks at a
third place of their choice to resolve the issues between them. Pakistanis came to
the street, chanting slogans in favor of Pakistan’s armed forces.




oAy
How did escalation start? '
On April 22, India accused Pakistan of orchestrating a terrorist attack in Pahalgam,
Kashmir that killed 26 tourists. India vowed retaliation, with its media amplifying
calls for action. Pakistan condemned the attack, expressed condolences, and even
offered an independent investigation—an offer India rejected.
Seeing India's aggressive intent, the United States (India’s strategic partner), the
UK, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Russia, Turkey, and Qatar, called for
restraint. Pakistan exhibited extreme restraints in the first two days but then
responded strongly. In 2016, following the Uri attack, India claimed it had
conducted surgical strikes in Pakistan-administered Kashmir, which Pakistan
denied. In 2019, after the Pulwama attack, India claimed to have struck a JeM
camp in Balakot, deep inside Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Pakistan acknowledged the
airspace violation but denied any significant damage. The incident led to dogfights,
and India lost a MiG-21, with pilot Abhinandan Varthaman captured and later
released by Pakistan.
Many Pakistani analysts believe India will continue its doctrine of pre-emptive
strikes in response to any perceived threats, challenging Pakistan’s sovereignty and
compelling a response. At last Pakistan responded strongly which led to several
international interventions for a ceasefire.

Newness and myths broken in Marka e Haq

The war set new record and busted myths. It was a general perception that Pakistan
is weaker against the mammoth India army in terms of conventional warfare.
Pakistan changed the perception by targeting India

military bases deep inside India by using only Fatah missiles and drones. Against
the rumors, Pakistan did not send even a single aircraft across the border.
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The May 6 night also saw what is being called the largest Beyond Visual Range
(BVR) air combat in history between the Indian and Pakistani air forces. An
estimated 70-80 Indian and 27-30 Pakistani aircraft engaged from distances
exceeding 160 kilometers while remaining within their respective air spaces over
the Kashmir sector. The scale of the dogfight had ripple effects in the global
defense market, particularly for the Chinese JF-17 Thunder, JC-10, and the French-
made Rafale aircraft. Pakistan shot down five Indian aircraft, including three
Rafales, destroying a myth that Rafale cannot be shot down with any air-to-air or
ground-to-air missile. Pakistan’s I'T warriors fought the biggest digital war in
world's history and helped their armed forces by hacking dozens of Indian key
defense sites to achieve the targets accurately. It was the first ever war in human
history where Chinese weapons were pitched against the European weapons
system, and Chinese one’s proved better than the European war instruments.

How has Pakistan transformed into a changed country?

Before Marka e Haq, the global community doubted Pakistan’s capabilities and the
majority of the powerful states sided with India.

However, Pakistan’s performance in Marka e Haq has changed the tone of
international diplomacy world’s view about Pakistan. Today, those countries,
backing India openly, are not either standing neutral or supporting Pakistan’s
stand.

The biggest success of Pakistan is that the Kashmir Issue, which India pressed
under illegal measures like revocation of Article 370, is again in the spotlight. The
US President Trump's repeated statements about the solution of the Kashmir
Dispute has thwarted Indian plans to block international discussion on Kashmir.
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Pakistan’s armed forces exhibited their excellence in all fields and outplayed
Indian forces. According to various reports, several countries are planning to send
their military recruits to Pakistan’s defense institutions, which is an acclamation to
the armed forces and the institutions. The armed forces managed to reconstruct
Pakistan’s people's confidence in them. The military leadership and jawans earned
a heroic reputation which is evident from the peoples’ gestures like saluting and
garlanding them on roads.

The ample benefit of the war to Pakistan is national unity. Before the war episode,
Pakistan was suffering societal polarization, but Marka e Haq united the whole
nation, political forces and the state institutions. Now Pakistan stands united
against any external or internal threat. Pakistan’s foreign ministry used diplomacy
as warfare effectively and spread its point of view about Indian aggression across
the world which was heard and endorsed by dozens of countries. Previous to the
war episode, critics used to grill the foreign ministry for exhibiting weak
diplomatic skills.

Summing up the outcomes of Marka a Haq, one can comfortably say that India’s
misadventure against Pakistan resulted in damages to India and benefits to Pakistan
as the result of which Pakistan has been recognized as the global power.
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Reframing the 2025 Ceasefire Through the Lens of Postcolonial
‘Othering’ and Ideological Alienation

The tenuous ceasefire reached on May 10, 2025, between India and Pakistan
following the April Pahalgam massacre marks another temporary pause in a long
cycle of hostility. Yet what lies beneath this volatile relationship is not merely a
clash of interests or strategic doctrines, but a deeper, insidious process rooted in
postcolonial othering. Drawing from the work of Edward Said and other
postcolonial theorists, this paper argues that the ideological framework of Hindutva
under Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and the militarized Islamist narratives
prevalent in Pakistan, are mirror images—each reinforcing the other’s legitimacy
by constructing the opposing nation as a civilizational threat. Peace in South Asia
will remain elusive unless both states confront the postcolonial inheritance of
‘Othering’, and dismantle the ideological scaffolding that perpetuates it.

] Py i e

1. Postcolonial States, Colonial Shadows

India and Pakistan are not merely adversarial nation-states—they are co-products
of the same colonial rupture, carved from a shared civilizational and geographical
space by the trauma of the 1947 Partition. In their efforts to construct distinct
national identities, both states have resorted to the ideological production of the
‘Other’—not as incidental foreign policy, but as an existential cornerstone of
nation-building.

As Edward Said observed in Orientalism (1978), “The construction of identity...
involves the construction of opposites and ‘others’ whose actuality is always
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subject to the continuous interpretation and reinterpretation of their differences
from ‘us’.”

In South Asia, this oppositional identity has become ingrained: India casts Pakistan
as a regressive, terror-exporting, theocratic anomaly; Pakistan, in turn, portrays
India as a Hindu supremacist, neo-imperial threat to Muslim existence.

Pakistani Marxist intellectual Egbal Ahmad (The Selected Writings of Egbal
Ahmad, 2006) argued that both postcolonial states inherited and reproduced
colonial forms of centralized and authoritarian governance. He likened Pakistan’s
use of Islam to the British colonial use of race—as a tool for identifying enemies
and consolidating power.

Indian historian Perry Anderson (The Indian Ideology, 2012) contended that Indian
nationalism emerged not only in resistance to British rule, but also in rivalry with
Muslim separatism. This dynamic, according to him, “ensured that Pakistan would
be cast forever as the negation of India’s self-image.”

Pakistani political scientist Dr. Ishtiaqg Ahmed (The Punjab: Bloodied, Partitioned
and Cleansed, 2012) notes that both India and Pakistan have come to rely on
projecting the other as a perpetual antagonist—sustaining nationalism through
enmity and legitimizing authoritarian tendencies domestically.

Similarly, Dr. Aasim Sajjad Akhtar (The Struggle for Hegemony in Pakistan: Fear,
Desire and Revolutionary Horizons, 2022) argues that Pakistan’s postcolonial
nationalism is “trapped in paranoid logics,” unable to accommodate internal
diversity, and thus dependent on fabricating enemies—both within and across
borders—to maintain a fragile unity.




P rO R T

Ayesha Jalal (Self and Sovereignty, 2000) observes that Partition entrenched
divisions not just in territory but also in the political psyche: what had once been
complex social coexistence was reduced to rigid national rivalries.

On the Indian side, Urvashi Butalia (The Other Side of Silence, 1998) points out
that “we inherited the colonizer’s categories of difference, and used them not to
heal but to dominate and exclude,” underlining how postcolonial states internalized
and weaponized colonial modes of differentiation.

Thus, India and Pakistan today remain not only geopolitical adversaries but also
psychological reflections of each other’s postcolonial anxieties. Their national
imaginaries are upheld not merely by affirming their own identities, but by
constantly invoking and vilifying the ‘Other’. The challenge, then, is not only
about borders or ceasefires—but about deconstructing the colonial legacies of
identity that continue to fracture the subcontinent.

2. Hindutva and the Civilizational Other

With the ideological orientation outlined above, both India and Pakistan have seen
shifts in their nation-building trajectories. In India’s case, despite its constitutional
commitment to secularism, the rise of Hindu nationalism—especially under the
influence of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)—has accelerated a drift from a secular framework toward a Hindu
majoritarian ethos. While there remains an unresolved debate over what precisely
constitutes a “Hindu state,” this trajectory has culminated in the consolidation of
Hindutva politics and the rise of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, whose
government is widely seen as advancing the RSS’s ideological project. Critics
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argue that this shift undermines India’s pluralistic foundations and increasingly
marginalizes religious minorities, particularly Muslims.
Since coming to power in 2014, Narendra Modi has injected the Hindutva
worldview of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) deep into the Indian state.
Under this ideology, India is envisioned not as a pluralist democracy but as a
Hindu rashtra—an exclusionary homeland for Hindus. This naturally casts Indian
Muslims—and by extension, Pakistan—as permanent outsiders.
Gayatri Spivak’s insight in ‘Can the Subaltern Speak?’—that postcolonial
narratives often silence the marginalized—resonates in how Hindutva politics
renders Indian Muslims both invisible and hyper-visible: vilified in law (e.g.,
CAA), rhetoric (love jihad, beef lynchings), and policy (Kashmir’s lockdown,
Wagqf [Amendment] Act, 2025). As India responded to the April 2025 massacre in
Pahalgam with “Operation Sindoor”, its military posture was steeped less in
strategic rationale than in ideological-driven civilizational retribution.
Pakistan, in this formulation, is not a mere adversary—it is the “external Muslim
Other”, necessary to justify the Hindu Self.

I »

3. Impact on India’s Global Image: The Erosion of Pluralism

India’s long-cherished reputation as the world’s largest democracy—traditionally
grounded 1in pluralism, secularism, and Gandhian non-violence—has come under
increasing international scrutiny during Narendra Modi’s tenure. Indian scholar
Ashis Nandy long warned about the dangers of majoritarianism and the erosion of
secular values in India’s political culture, noting how “diversity is often seen not as
strength but as a threat” (The Intimate Enemy, 1983). This cultural groundwork
has, over time, contributed to the rise of political forces like Modi’s Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).




Political analyst Pratap Bhanu Mehta observes that under Modi, “there is a
systematic erosion of constitutionalism, replacing democratic pluralism with
majoritarian nationalism” (The Crisis of the Indian State, 2019).

Globally, liberal democracies, human rights organizations, and sections of the
Indian diaspora now view India with growing concern. As Danish anthropologist
Thomas Blom Hansen, researcher on political life, ethno-religious identities, and
urban dynamics in South Asia and Southern Africa, notes, “India’s democracy
today grapples with the paradox of robust elections but shrinking civic freedoms
and rising intolerance” (Wages of Violence, 2001).

At home, what critics label as authoritarianism and religious majoritarianism is
often celebrated by conservatives and supporters as “true nationalism.” Indian
economist Jean Dréze points out, “For many, nationalism has become a code word
for a Hindu majoritarian project, sidelining the very secular ideals that once
defined India” (interview, 2020). This polarization deepens the divide between
liberal and conservative visions of India’s identity, complicating the future of its
democracy.

Revocation of Article 370 (2019)

Though the revocation of Article 370—the provision granting Jammu and Kashmir
special autonomous status—had long been a central agenda of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), its implementation in August 2019 was closely intertwined with
escalating geopolitical tensions. The decision came in the immediate aftermath of
the Pulwama attack (14 February, 2019) and India’s subsequent retaliatory airstrike




on Balakot (26 February) in Pakistan, as well as the dramatic capture and return of
Wing Commander Abhinandan. This timing revealed the move as not merely a
domestic constitutional change but a calculated, ideologically driven response to a
broader security and geopolitical dispute.

By unilaterally abrogating Article 370 on August 5, 2019, the Modi government
sought to assert a nationalist vision of territorial integration, aiming to end
separatist militancy through a hardline approach—without the formal or informal
consent of any Kashmiri leaders, including those known to be pro-India. However,
the revocation quickly turned into a strategic disaster. It failed to quell insurgency
within Kashmir and instead deepened regional instability. Critically, it antagonized
China by directly challenging its territorial claims in Ladakh, intensifying Sino-
Indian tensions. In response, China substantially increased its military support to
Pakistan, transforming Pakistan into an even more formidable adversary for India,
especially visible in the aerial confrontations following the 2025 Pahalgam
conflict.

The revocation was accompanied by the world’s longest communications blackout
in a democratic country, with sweeping restrictions on movement, access to
information, and peaceful assembly. Human Rights Watch condemned these
measures as “disproportionate and indiscriminate,” underscoring the humanitarian
cost of the government’s strategy.

The move epitomized a colonial-style internal ‘othering’ of Kashmiris—treating
them less as citizens with rights and more as subjects requiring pacification. Writer
Arundhati Roy characterized it as “the most overt act of internal colonization in
modern India” (The Guardian, August 2019), reflecting how nationalist ideology
justified suppressing Kashmiri agency under the guise of territorial sovereignty.
The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and NRC

The 2019 CAA provided a pathway to Indian citizenship for all undocumented
migrants except Muslims from neighboring countries. Combined with the proposed
National Register of Citizens (NRC), this law sparked nationwide protests and was
described by Indian historian Ramachandra Guha as “the first legal instance of
state-sponsored religious discrimination in independent India.” Amnesty
International warned that these measures “threaten to create the world’s largest
stateless population,” recalling colonial-era divide-and-rule tactics that
manufactured religious identities as legal categories.

Post-Pahalgam 2025 Escalation

India’s militarized response to the April 2025 Pahalgam massacre—in which 25
Hindu tourists were brutally killed after being identified by their religious




identity—was launched under the name Operation Sindoor. The operation involved
cross-Line of Control strikes, despite inconclusive evidence directly linking the
attackers to the Pakistani state. Leading global outlets such as The New York
Times and Le Monde criticized India’s disproportionate retaliation and urged

restraint. The EU High Representative called for “a credible and independent
investigation before any escalation.”

In contrast to the 2019 Balakot airstrikes, where India’s narrative received a degree
of Western sympathy following the Pulwama attack, the 2025 response was met
with widespread hesitation. This shift reflects growing international unease with
1deological militarism cloaked as national security—a recurring feature of late-
stage ethno-nationalist regimes. Even if the Pahalgam massacre was directly or
indirectly linked to non-state actors based in Pakistan, India’s kinetic response
targeting both Pakistan-administered Kashmir and parts of mainland Pakistan
risked escalating the crisis into a full-blown war.

In an era where conflicts in Gaza, Ukraine, and Yemen have already demonstrated
the catastrophic limits of military solutions, such escalatory actions between two
nuclear-armed neighbors carry far more peril than promise, and also their futility.
4. Pakistan’s Role: A Parallel but Complex Threat

While India’s growing ideological assertiveness attracts attention, Pakistan’s
internal contradictions remain equally significant. Historically, the Pakistani state
has operated under a praetorian dynamic, with the military playing a dominant
role—particularly in shaping foreign policy toward India and Afghanistan.
However, since 2020, there have been signs of a strategic recalibration.




Historical Use of Proxies

From the Kargil War (1999) to alleged links with groups like Jaish-e-Mohammed
and Lashkar-e-Taiba, Pakistan’s security doctrine has often relied on non-state
actors. These choices, rooted in the idea of strategic depth, have backfired
repeatedly—damaging Pakistan’s international standing and fostering blowback,
such as the attack on the Army Public School in Peshawar (2014).

As an American academic Christine Fair, notes: “Pakistan’s state has incubated
militant jihad as an instrument of asymmetric warfare, often blurring the line
between ideology and statecraft.” (Fighting to the End, 2014)

Recent Diplomatic Posturing

However, since 2022, a subtle shift has been visible. The Peshawar Dialogue
Initiative (2023), a Track-II peace platform, and Islamabad’s post-Pahalgam
response—which emphasized de-escalation, multilateral investigation, and
restraint—were welcomed by the EU and China alike.

Pakistani Foreign Minister in May 2025 stated:

“We must not let the subcontinent become a prisoner to historical hate. Pakistan
will not respond to fire with fire but will pursue truth with restraint.”

While critics argue this is mere tactical moderation, the tone stands in marked
contrast to Modi’s hawkish rhetoric, reflecting a temporal reversal of roles: India
as ideological aggressor, Pakistan as cautious regional actor.

5. Regional Outlook: Fascism, Fragility, and the Postcolonial Trap
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The South Asian region today is witnessing a disturbing revival of authoritarian
ethno-nationalism, threatening the postcolonial vision of pluralistic nationhood
envisioned by its founding fathers—Gandhi, Jinnah, Nehru, Mujib, and
Bandaranaike.

The Authoritarian Drift

India under Modi increasingly resembles postcolonial majoritarian states, where
one community is valorized and others are vilified. Scholar Ashis Nandy long time
ago even before the right wing BJP had come into power, called this a form of
“inner colonization”—where democratic institutions are hollowed out to serve
mythic-nationalist visions (The Intimate Enemy, 1983).

Journalist Kapil Komireddi writes: “India is not becoming Hindu Pakistan—it is
becoming Hindu India, which is a more dangerous mutation because it carries the
legitimacy of democratic elections.” (Malevolent Republic, 2019)
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A Mirror in Pakistan

Ironically, some of these tendencies were visible in Pakistan’s own trajectory
during General Zia-ul-Haq’s Islamization (1977-1988), which marginalized
religious minorities, empowered the clerical class, and militarized state ideology.
The blasphemy laws, the Ahmadi exclusion (via constitutional amendment in
1974), and the Hudood Ordinances all contributed to systemic ‘othering’ of
dissenting identities.
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Today, many Indian liberals view the Modi regime as reproducing these very
models under a different theological banner.

The Spiral of Mimicry

As Homi Bhabha postcolonial scholar, theorizes in ‘The Location of Culture’
(1994), postcolonial states often “mimic” colonial power structures, but in doing
so, create distorted versions—almost the same, but not quite. This ideological
mimicry—militarism, censorship, communal binaries—now defines both Indian
and Pakistani state behavior, albeit in inverse cycles.

Policy Recommendations for Western Diplomats: Avoiding a Bipolar Trap

Given the regional dynamics and historical complexities, Western diplomacy must
adopt a nuanced, postcolonial-aware framework, avoiding simplistic binaries of
good vs evil, democratic vs authoritarian.

—_—

Maintain Strategic Even-handedness

While Pakistan’s democratic institutions remain fragile, and its history of
supporting proxies is undeniable, Western powers should avoid turning a blind eye
to India’s ideological slide under the guise of shared strategic interests (e.g., Indo-
Pacific containment of China).




As Noam Chomsky warned in 2021:

“When you license a democracy to act like a colonial power, don’t be surprised if
it stops being a democracy.”

Strengthen Civil Society in Both States

Support for independent media, legal aid groups, women’s rights organizations,
and academic exchange is critical. For example, initiatives like the South Asia
Peace Action Network (SAPAN) and SAFHR (South Asia Forum for Human
Rights) can foster cross-border people-to-people trust.

De-militarize Crisis Response

Every crisis (Uri 2016, Pulwama 2019, Pahalgam 2025) has been followed by
performative militarism. Western powers must prioritize crisis prevention
architecture—such as a South Asia hotline mechanism, a formal ceasefire
monitoring mechanism, and third-party investigations.

Address the Ideological Core

Diplomatic pressure must target not just actions but ideas—particularly
supremacist ideologies like Hindutva. The UN Special Rapporteur on Minority
Rights in 2023 emphasized:

“Religious nationalism, left unchecked, poses the gravest existential threat to
multi-ethnic postcolonial states.”




India’s post-2014 ideological transformation represents a paradigmatic shift with
regional consequences. Yet, as this paper has shown, both India and Pakistan suffer
from deeply embedded structures of ‘othering’, shaped by their colonial pasts and
postcolonial anxieties. Peace cannot emerge unless both states engage in
ideological introspection—not just diplomatic choreography.

Reclaim

The 10 May 2025 ceasefire must not be seen merely as a fleeting moment of relief,
but as a historic opportunity—a rare chance to reimagine South Asia beyond flags,
fears, and frontiers. It offers a moment to confront and transcend the legacy of
postcolonial “otherness” and mutual hostility, and instead, to rediscover the
progressive ideals that once inspired both nations: Jinnah’s vision of a pluralistic
Pakistan and Gandhi’s commitment to non-violence in India. This should be a time
not to prepare for each other’s destruction, but to reclaim the moral and material
resources needed to fight poverty, inequality, and intolerance—our shared
adversaries.

If, in the future, violence by non-state actors threatens to destabilize the region
once again, the leaders of India and Pakistan must have already cultivated enough
political maturity and trust to speak directly to one another to defuse tensions. The
fate of over a billion people should not be left to be decided by powers thousands
of miles away. A sustainable peace must be rooted in regional agency—not
external arbitration.
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